Scott Cummings

Maple Grove High School

Over the last year, I have been working with an Ipod, a microphone, Itunes, Garage Band, and Powermediaplus.com to provide my students with the opportunity to use their ipod’s to reviews for the NYS Regents exam in US History and Government.  Students are able to access the Powemediaplus.com website and download episodes to their Ipod or other .mp3 player.  It has been the hope of this project that students will utilize this resource and improve their performance on the NYS Regents exam.  

So far, we have created 5 podcasts for students to download.  Each episode covers a unit of review to help students prepare for their exams.  Students have using them because it allows them to review while they exercise, ride in their cars, or mow lawns.  In addition, the project has allowed me to provide more review opportunities for students.

Our biggest issue was finding a place to put the podcasts so that students could have access to them.  We ended up using Powermediaplus.com, because we are able to grant student passwords and have unlimited space to house podcasts.  This also allows student access to all of the other resources that the site has.  Now, I can assign films or audio files for homework or for kids that miss class time.  Also, my podcasts are available to anyone on the system who wants to use them.

I am currently working on trying to incorporate video into my podcasts utilizing my Smartboard as the recording device.  When complete, I will be able to save both my voice and any board activities.  For example, I could record a PowerPoint presentation along with the classroom presentation, so student who missed class or wanted to review could get the lesson.  I have been able to record voice and video so far, but it has been difficult to format the file to fit into Powermediaplus.com.

Thank you for the opportunity to work on this project.  I believe that my students will get a lot out of it for many years to come.

