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WWII Teach-In Day:  The Schedule

April 4, 2008
7:50

    All 8th Grade students report to Homeroom

8:20

    Students/Staff dismiss to busses by homeroom

8:45                     All Students and Staff are on site, meet their interviewee, and get final directions.

8:45 – 9:00
    Introduction
9:00

    Interviews begin
10:00 
               Interviews End

10:00-10:15       Students compare notes to check facts and gaps. Students develop follow up questions as needed 
10:15-10:30   Students meet again to do a wrap up, and do a brief fact check.  
10:40              Thank participants and start loading busses.

11:00

Student’s return to homeroom and get ready to go to 5th period
Things to do to make the interview run smooth:

· Bring extra pens and pencils

· Leave all other books in your locker

· Bring your interview questions

· Bring your composition notebooks to take notes (no 3 ring binders)

· Be extra polite – shake hands and thank each presenter

· If possible bring a camera, video camera or voice recorder

· Please dress appropriately (tie, slacks, skirts etc.)!!!!!! 
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WWII Teach-In Day

Friday, April 4, 2008
Team # _______

Other people on my team are:

1. _____________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________

Presenter’s Name: __________________________________________________

Role your presenter played during WWII: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remember:


Eye Contact


Huddle


12” voice


Be very polite and respectful!
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WWII Oral History Project Information

The final task of our study of World War Two is to interview people that lived through this conflict, write a short report based on the interview and then combine all of the stories into one spiral bound “memory book”.  

Specific Steps:

1. Prepare for the interview:

a. Develop appropriate interview questions

b. Learn as much as possible about your presenter before hand

c. Learn proper interviewing etiquette

2. Interview your presenter

3. Write the report:

a. Team members will compare notes 

b. Each team will write a collaborative essay using the format on the following pages.
c. Proofread the entire report – fix any errors – have two adults proofread and sign that they looked over the report.
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Background Information:

Please make sure you get all of this basic background information for your report:

Please Print:

Presenters Name (ask for correct spelling): __________________________________

Birthday: ____________________

Current Age: _________________________________

How old was the presenter when WWII began or when they joined the service? ____________

A detailed description of the presenters role during WWII: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where did the presenter live/serve during the war: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did they do before the war: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the most important thing that person wants people to remember about WWII or what did that individual learn?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please ask your presenter the following questions:

Would it be possible for students to contact you over the phone if they have further questions or need clarification for their reports?     Yes   No
Would you mind if we put student reports up on a web page for the public?   Yes   No
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Rules to follow for teach-day:

1. Be extremely polite – introduce yourselves to the presenter and shake hands – Thank them and tell them how much you appreciate them taking the time to share their stories with us

2. Use your 12” voice 

3. Make sure you are sitting close together with your teammates so you don’t disturb other presentations (huddle and speak softly)

4. Listen twice as much as you speak (That’s why we have 2 ears and only one mouth)

5. Take turns asking questions 

6. NEVER interrupt the speaker

7. Only one person asks a question at a time

8. Please dress up for this event (nice shirt/tie dress pants and skirts).  Why?

a. TV and newspaper will be there

b. This will help the presenter fell more comfortable

c. This is good practice for a real interview

d. You will probably get more respect and information from the presenters

9. Take lots of notes – more than you think you will need for every presenter

10. Everyone should be sitting!
11. Address each presenter as Mr. or Ms. And their last name only

12. No talking with teammates (you can compare notes later)

13. Give the presenter as much eye contact as possible (I know you will be taking notes but I don’t want you to be looking around the room and not paying attention to the presenter when he/she is speaking)

14. If you have a question for the presenter about a story they are telling wait until they are done talking.  You may want to write down your question so you don’t forget.
Other things that might be helpful:

1. You will only use your composition notebook to take notes.
2. If possible bring in a tape recorder and or a video camera.
3. You may want to take pictures.
Final Report:

1. Think of questions that focus on the presenters experiences and not the war

2. Refer to examples at the Mankato Memories Web Page:

http://www.isd77.k12.mn.us/schools/dakota/worldwarII/worldwarIIinterviews.htm
3. Think about questions in three general categories:

A. Life before the war

B. Life during the War

C. Life after the war

4. Try to stick to open ended questions as much as possible
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Team interview questions:

Name of presenter: __________________________________________
Introduction: (Background information)


1.


2.  


3.


4.


5.

First Body Paragraph: (Life before WWII)


1.


2.  


3.


4.


5.

Second Body Paragraph: (Life during WWII)


1.


2.  


3.


4.


5
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Name of presenter: ___________________________________________

Third Body Paragraph: (life after WWII)

1.


2.  


3.


4.


5.

Conclusion: (Final thoughts)


1.


2.  


3.


4.


5.

Other Possible Questions:

What is your group going to do to thank and honor your presenter (card, letter, baked goods etc.)?
Social Studies 8

Name:__________________________________ Date: ______________ Per.: _____

Alternative Assignment for WWII Oral History Project

If a student is absent from the WWII Teach-In Day they must complete the following task:

Write a report on World War II. It must be typed, double spaced and a minimum of 3 pages in length. Please show all of your work: Notes, outline, rough draft and final draft must all be handed in. These will all be a part of your final grade. Please follow this format:

Introduction: 1 Paragraph
Causes of WWII: 2-3 Paragraphs
Reasons for US Entry in to WWII: 2-3 Paragraphs

War at home: 2-3 Paragraphs
US Involvement in WWII (What they did in WWII): 2-3 Paragraphs

The Holocaust: 2-3 Paragraphs

Results of WWII: 2-3 Paragraphs
Conclusion: 1 Paragraph
You must use a minimum of 4 book sources from the Library (not including your textbook).
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Team Activity:  Brainstorming possible titles for the WWII Memory book

With your team brainstorm at least five possible titles for this year’s memory book.  Remember that this book will include people that lived on the home front as well as those who fought in the war.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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WWII Teach-In Day:  The Essay

The team should develop a creative title for the essay.

You will also include pictures of the presenter.

All essays must be typed and saved to the homework drive.

General Format:

Introduction:  This should include background information such as:

A. The name of the person you interviewed

B. When and where you interviewed them

C. Their role in WWII

D. Their birthday and current age

First Body Paragraph:  Life before WWII:
A. Where did they live?

B. What did they do?

C. Any interesting stories?

D. Where were they when they heard the news about Pearl Harbor?

Second Body Paragraph:  Life during WWII:

A. Try to find out about interesting stories and experiences

B. Remember to focus on the presenter and not the war

Third Body Paragraph:  Life after WWII:

A. Where were they when they heard that the war ended?

B. How did they feel?

C. What did they do and where did they live?

Conclusion: Final thoughts from the presenter:

A. How did WWII change your life?

B. What did you learn from the WWII experience?

C. In general terms what did you think about the war?

D. What is the most important thing that people should remember/learn about WWII?  What should not be forgotten about WWII?

Don’t forget to check for spelling, grammar and to make your essay “flow” by using transition words.
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Transition Words

A transition is a word or phrase that relates two parts of a piece of writing. Transitions are used to connect paragraphs, sentences and, sometimes, parts of sentences. Whenever you write an essay make sure you use transitions to show how your ideas are connected to one another. The following are some transitions that you might find useful:

1.  Transitions to show chronological order, or order in time:


first, second, finally, next, then, afterward, later, before, eventually, in the future, in the past,


recently

2. Transitions to show spatial order:


beside, in the middle, next to, to the right, on top, in front, behind, beneath

3. Transitions to show degree order:


more, less, most, least, most important, least important, more importantly

4. Transitions to show comparison and contrast:


likewise, similarly, in contrast, a different kind, unlike this, another difference

5. Transitions to show cause-and-effect order:


one cause, another effect, as a result, consequently, therefore

6. Transitions for classification:


another group, the first type, one kind, other sorts, other types, other kinds

7. Transitions to introduce examples:


for example, one example, one kind, one type, one sort, for instance

8. Transitions to introduce a contradiction:


nonetheless, however, in spite of this, otherwise, instead, on the contrary

9. Transitions to introduce a conclusion, summary, or generalization: 


            in conclusion, therefore, as a result, in summary, in general

Examples:

· First, heat the water. Then add the cocoa.

· One kind of familiar marsupial is the opossum. Another is the kangaroo.

· It was a rainy day. Nonetheless, people thronged the streets to view the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.
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Team leaders will be responsible for typing up the essay and saving the final copy to the homework drive.
Checklist for finishing the essay:

· Type your essay and make sure it is saved as a  Microsoft Word file

· Connect all paragraph’s using transition words to make the essay “flow”

· Check spelling and grammar

· Print two copies of your essay (double spaced for proofreading)

· Have two adults proofread and sign your essay




Name of 1st adult: _________________________________




Name of 2nd adult: _________________________________

· Make any needed corrections then save and print your file

Directions for Typing and Saving reports:

1.  Make sure your report has the following format:

A.
l2 point font

B.  The full names of all the students in your team

C.
Times New Roman Font

D.
Single spaced




 E.  Margins are .5” all around: (Go to File then page setup to change margins)

2.  Be sure to insert a picture of your presenter into the report.  Note:  When adjusting your picture try to make it small - always adjust by using the corners never use an edge - this will distort your picture.

3.  Make sure a copy of your report gets saved on the homework drive in the folder “2008 WWII Teach-In Day Reports” on the N drive

4.
Make sure file name is a titled with the presenter’s last name first and then their first name.






Example:  Washington George
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Extra Credit Options – WWII Oral History Project

You may complete up to 3 extra credit “mini” projects for 10 points each – there is the possibility to earn a total of 30 points.

1. Develop a cover for the memory book.  The blue team will vote on which cover to use and the winner will win a “mystery prize”. The cover must include the following information: 

A. A picture drawn by hand

B. A creative title

C. WWII Teach In Day

D. April 4, 2008
E. Horseheads Middle school Students at the Wings of Eagles Discovery Center
F. Horseheads, NY

2. Interview and write a report about someone who lived through the WWII era that can’t make it to the Teach-In day.

3. Write a dedication page for the memory book for those that lived through this period in history.

4. Write a poem honoring the soldiers and civilians for sacrifices made during WWII.

5. Develop an annotated list of WWII websites (annotated means that you write a short 1 paragraph summary of the contents of the website) There must have a minimum of 10 websites.

6. Create a typed formal thank-you letter to the presenters for volunteering their time to speak with HMS students.

7. Using PowerPoint develop a presentation that includes famous pictures of soldiers and civilians of WWII – use this presentation to pay tribute to all those who sacrificed.

8. Develop a list of popular wartime music of the 1940s (include date, album, artist) Try to discover why that song was popular.  You must include at least 10 songs.

9. Develop a collage of famous pictures from WWII (Both overseas and on the home front).

10. Using Photostory develop a presentation that summarizes your presenter’s experiences.

11. Volunteer to type up the table of contents (need to make sure this looks nice – include a graphic and border if possible).

12. Create a display board that shows the life of one of the presenters.

** Other projects are possible with teacher approval**

All extra credit projects are due Friday, April 11, 2008
Due Date:


Friday, April 11, 2008
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