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The Civil War in Pictures project was immensely successful and rewarding in many ways. The most rewarding aspect of the project was that it brought the Civil War alive for students. Through viewing many of the photographs of soldiers, leaders and battle sites, students could actually visualize what the war was like. Some of the photos were so engrossing that I think students could actually empathize with how the subjects were feeling. Unlike other topics we have studied this year, the Civil War is the first where I could show students live photographs of events and people involved. With this generation of students, being so visually-oriented and technologically savvy, it is imperative enable them to connect to a topic in that manner. 


I think this lesson was also rewarding in that it was in many ways self-motivating for the students. They loved the movie-maker program. It has many options that give students control over what their movie project would look and sound like. In other words, it has many “gadgets” for the students to play with. I never really had to push students to get to work or refocus them to get on task. 

Throughout the entire project, I also had mini class lessons on the Civil War. I would assign workbook pages or reading assignments on various topics on the Civil War so that the students would have a sufficient knowledge base in which to create their project. The students could use information from the mini lessons and incorporate it into their movies. 


Before actually beginning the project, I have had in the past, technology help from our local BOCES. I had a technology expert come into my classes to give students lessons on how to use movie maker, how and when to create digital files, troubleshooting techniques when things went wrong etc. This was priceless to me in getting students the technological information and know-how. It was also useful to the students because the technology specialist walked students through the program, answering questions as they came up. I was also able to have her stay for almost the entire duration of the project to assist me when technical problems arose- and they did.

I think in the future though, I would tighten the structure of the assignment so that the students did not get lost in playing with the program and then have to scramble to get the assignment completed. In the beginning, I think I may have given the students too much freedom and not enough parameters in setting up the movie. What might be helpful is to create a chronological checklist to use in the future that students would have to complete each step of the way. In order to get to the moviemaker program, they would have to show me their documented digital file of photos. Then they would have to script each frame before they went into the narration part of the program. 

The biggest problem I faced in this project was getting students to wrap it up and turn in a completed movie. Once students got into the moviemaker program, they often got caught up in playing too much with the features, such as slide transitions and slide emphasis that time would run out and they would not get the entire project completed. In all, the project took a week longer than I had anticipated because I felt the need to extend the lesson to allow students class time to finish since not all students have computer access at home and many students’ schedules do not allow for study hall time. In the future, I think I would create a time-specific schedule that I would present to students before they begin the project. I could then deal with students who fall behind in a more efficient manner. 
Overall, I was very pleased with the outcome of the project. Student movies were, for the most part, very good. I held a class a whole class discussion on how the project went for the students. They shared what went well and what was difficult. I did learn that students needed more direction on not how to find photos, but how to discriminate between relevant photos and irrelevant photos. Students also needed more direction on how to incorporate photos they find into a meaningful project. In the future, I would make a greater effort to connect the content with the technology. 
