Amy Thompson

Jamestown High School

June 10, 2008

TAH Project Reflective Piece

When I began this project, I was anticipating more of a Global History and US History schedule for the following semester, but, unfortunately, plans changed.  As a result, I was only able to teach a couple Global Review classes this year, which severely limited my ability to implement the project I created.  I was, however, able to try out a few pieces that fit into a Global History curriculum.

The first thing that I learned was that the Internet is a wealth of information, but also a wealth of garbage.  This made the research component of my project much more time-consuming than I anticipated.  Now that I have completed it, though, I see that I have created a valuable resource for teachers who do not have the patience to wade through the overwhelming mound of material that I discovered.  I also learned that the filtering system through BOCES will suspend your Internet privileges if you Google certain words!

I used the song lyrics in a primary source document format, but I have decided that many of the songs would have been much more effective at enhancing student interest and learning if I had actual downloaded recordings of them being performed.  This is where I discovered a true limitation in my technology skills.  I am only just now learning about downloading music and using iTunes, so maybe in the future I will be able to supplement my project song list with links to the actual song files.  The lyrics on their own certainly have tremendous potential for learning and discussion, but I believe that teachers interested in using any of these songs may want to look into finding the recordings for use in their classrooms.  I have been able to obtain copies of several of these song recordings in digital format, but, again, I lack the knowledge to link them to the list that I compiled.  

I actually did experience some technical growth that I did not anticipate when I proposed this project.  I was able to hone my Internet research skills and I learned much more advanced formatting in Microsoft Word than I ever expected.  For example, I taught myself how to create bookmarks that I could hyperlink to the song lyrics in order to make the document more manageable.

I believe that my students did benefit from my completion of this project, both from their experience of the songs as primary sources in the classroom, but also through the extra growth and information that I experienced throughout the process.  I was able to enhance their unit study with more informal, tangible, comprehensive data in a much more comfortable format than merely handing them a DBQ document.  Students seemed much more open to reading song lyrics than reading memoirs or even interpreting political cartoons.  Music seems to add a level of comfort and familiarity to the topic and this makes them more willing to approach a deeper level of critical thinking.  The songs that I did play for them in the classroom were definitely not of the genre that the students were used to, but they listened more politely than they might have if they had heard the song on the radio outside of class.  I think this shows that they have learned the value of listening to popular music in a different way.

This project was definitely a challenge for me, but I feel I have created a product that can serve as a catalyst for a number of classroom applications.  I realize that I have only just barely scratched the surface and I will, therefore, continue adding to my list as I find more and more sources.  More important than the finished product, though, the TAH grant has provided me with the opportunity to push my own content knowledge limits and technological knowledge limits to make me a better-prepared and more enthusiastic teacher.  This will certainly make a difference in my classroom and improve my students’ academic experience as a result.

