SUPREME COURT: CASE LAW PROJECT
As a group, you are required to do research on a “thematic right” by researching Supreme Court Cases. You are to collectively organize your findings in the following fashion:

This assignment has several components:
· A 12-15 minute presentation of your findings.  You should include a Power Point.
· A handout for the class members (brochure, pamphlet, notes outline, bulleted summary, etc.)

· A written summary for the instructor.
· Completion of group contract, self-assessment, attendance logs, and presentation evaluations.
· Submit a print out of your power point…3 slides per page.

· Submit an electronic copy of your power point.

Specific Guidelines for the Cases: 

A. Select Topic Assignment of a Bill of Rights Theme
· Refer to list of Themes that have been provided

· Assemble yourself into groups.
B. Information that you need to gather about the Topic and cases:


    1. Background Information: This includes pertinent facts such 


         as dates, location, people, and the actions that led to the case.


   2. Constitutional basis of the Case:-identify and explain the
 provision(s) of the Constitution that is being raised.  What
 right is being asserted? (most of this should be done by the 

thematic nature of the assignment)

   3.  Supreme Court Decision in the cases.  Include the voting result.


   4.  Opinion:-Include excerpts from the written opinions of the case.   
        This would include the majority, minority, and concurring opinions 

        as appropriate.  The majority opinion is of the utmost  


       importance. A note about opinions:  These can be lengthy.

5. Results/Impact/Observation of the Cases-What is the point that you are trying to convey?  How has the Court expanded (Or limited) our rights as citizens? 


Library/Internet Research

1... The following web sites may be helpful”


     Oyez!Oyez!Oyez…Northwestern Law Library


     http://www.findlaw.com


     http://www.law.net/

     www.cornell.edu

     www.google.com

Power Point Presentation:
1. Visually Appealing

2. Less is More on Slides

3. Appropriate Background

4. Visual Effects as Appropriate

5. Special Touches…images

6. Minimum 10 Slides (you can elaborate off the slides…..avoid reading)

7. Maximum 15 Slides

8. Spelling and Grammar Matter!
Written Paper/Narrative

1. A typed group summary paper must be submitted.

2. Length of not more than 3 pages should be sufficient.

3. Proper format to be followed…spacing, paragraphs, 

Rights Themes
1. Right to Privacy

2. Right of Association

3. Free Exercise of Religion

4. Establishment Clause Cases

5. Civil Rights 

6. Free Speech-types, limitations

7. Search and Seizures

8. Rights of the Accused

9. Criminal Procedures (6th Amendment)

