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I developed a Supreme Court Case Law project. The primary purpose and learning objective was to have students recognize the role of the Supreme Court in the shaping and expansion of individual rights, the promotion of equality, and the shaping of society through Court decisions.  This was done by having students research and study the Courts’ judicial decisions in the areas of personal liberties, civil rights, legal rights in criminal proceedings, and protecting the rights of the disadvantaged in American history.  A special emphasis was placed on the first amendment and the fourth amendment.

The project required students to complete individually and/or in groups to research and develop a multi-faceted Court Case or Topic Based (Freedom of Religion, Searches, Trials, etc) project that underscores the role of the Supreme Court in shaping law, historical events, and practices through its interpretation of the Constitution.  The technology that I incorporate includes, but is not limited to, power points, Smart Board technology, and flipcharts.  Students may also incorporate oral arguments from the Court.  Additionally, students completed and presented traditional technology through the creation of brochures, written papers, and visuals such as posters.

The implementation of this project was given to three different classes.  The classes were different levels with two college level ACE courses, and two Participation in Government courses.  I offered different options of the project to different class4es and offered a basic option to one section.   This was a good and bad idea.  The advantaged is that it allowed me to tailor the project and content, along with the requirements, to the different levels of my students.  The downside of this is that in one class, I had a mixed bag of individual and group assignments.  While the projects were all completed, this made the management and grading assessment a bit more difficult.  The higher level students wanted to do the work on their own and the moderate to lower level students. for the most part, paired up.  I am not certain this is something I am satisfied with.  I wanted a group discussion on the finer points of the cases, as well as some paired “aha” moments, top happen.  I am not certain if this did to the degree I had hoped for.  IN addition, I had one group form that I was not comfortable with as this group was without a leader.  I would change this component.


Student response to the assignment was positive and the results were excellent.  On highlight was one of my underclassman enrolled in the class of seniors, did a visual presentation on flag burning that several innovative technology components.  I had him come in one day after class and give me a tutorial for future incorporation.  While this part of his work was good, his content was weak and his oral presentation could have been better.  I should have paired him with another, stronger academic student that did not have the technological skills.  All work was completed in the appropriate time allotments, all students did their oral presentations.  As far as academic quality, the projects included all of the necessary requirements, information was accurate, with one exception of a student who offered the incorrect decision, and resources were cited.  Personal insight and application of the Court decision was adequate.  I strive for students to offer their opini9ons and insights into all work that we do.  This could have been improved in this project.

The benefits to students in doing this project is that it reinforces/expands research skills used in other courses, most notably it reinforces the senior thesis from a mechanical perspective.  In addition, this allows students to use creativity and intellect by conjuring up innovative ways to present information.  I find that students are very strong in the technology area and fostering this strength through projects such as this is beneficial.  This approach allows for students to present content and become experts on a case/issue.  Further, as technology evolves in our building, students take the lead in many areas and “instruct” their peers and their teachers in ways to use technology in instruction.  


The successful completion of this project has allowed me to spin off other assignments and topics through the use of technology.  For instance, after completing this project, I recently designed a project on presidential elections since 1960.  This was a power point based project that was done by pairs of students.  The addition to this was each presentation was required to imbed a video clip or commercial from the election campaign.  These led to some very interesting student work.  One group imbedded a clip from the Vietnam War (1968) and played Fortunate Son in the background.  Another group used the Kent State photograph in their presentation.  This led to the playing of “Ohio” (CSNY) and the reading of two archival letters to one of the slain students’ parents This second assignment was a by-product of the TAH project as it allowed me to move out into new areas of technology, which the students are good at and enjoy, and to bring in content and expertise through class discussion generated by student work.  My goal for next year is to develop an animated/video type project for students to create based on course content, curriculum, and the NY State learning standards.

