5th Grade United States History Scrapbook
 
My project for the TAH was a US History Scrapbook. Students were given a guideline instructing them of the format and the topics that needed to be in their scrapbook. The purpose of this project was to allow students to gather information about US History covering the time period from 1600 – 2008. The project allowed them to add a personal touch as to what information they wanted to include as well as the manner in which they wanted to display that information. 
 
The project was a positive professional development experience. Students demonstrated their enthusiasm and their interest in American History. It was edifying to see students motivated to find information and pictures about major historical events. The project also allowed students the freedom to research and display minor historical events, events or people that aren’t always covered in a student textbook. 
 
The TAH PROJECT
US History Scrapbook activity was a very worthwhile experience and I do plan to do it again next year. However, I will need to change my approach. I learned that it was difficult for students to find pictures easily. This was primarily because of the time necessary for students to find pictures on the internet. Also, our classroom only had three computers connected to a printer so that limited students to their access. My thought is that perhaps I could begin to gather numerous pictures that students could choose from in an effort to save time. The pictures could then be scanned. We did use a scanner for this project but when using the scanner, it would then limit the class to only two computers connected to a computer. 
 
The student response to this activity was positive. Students were anxious to find pictures and to share their findings with others students. I noticed that in sharing their pictures of an event with a fellow student, that student would in turn be also interested in the event and would then go and retrieve pictures of that event for their scrapbook as well. I liked seeing students “teach” other students. Students were being exposed to historical events that they might otherwise not have been exposed to. 
 
To teach US History using a scrapbook next year, there are a number of changes I will make. One change would be during each unit of study, students will be given a list of people or events that need to be in their scrapbook. I will have various pictures available of these people and events for students to choose from. This will save time and help lower functioning students to be successful in completing their scrapbook. It will give them a sense of accomplishment and motivate them to find pictures on their own. Another change in instruction will be to have students present their scrapbooks to the class during the course of the school year. This will enable students to see some of the different methods available to construct a scrapbook as well as give them ideas for people and events to include in their scrapbook. One major change would be the method I would use to introduce this project. I will locate completed scrapbooks done on a variety of subjects and present them to the class. This will give them ideas as to how they want to proceed with their format.   
 
In closing, I found the TAH project to be an overall positive one. Students were engaged in learning about American History and they were enthusiastic in completing their scrapbooks.  The activity lends itself well for the potential that students will continue developing a scrapbook independently over the summer months. They also may use these skills to develop a scrapbook on other topics. And lastly, there is also the possibility that students can use these research skills in future grades.  
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