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Teachers Experiencing the American Character 
thru History: TEACH

SUMMER 2010 TAH Program and Summer Seminar Application

CONDUCTED AT JAMESTOWN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, JAMESTOWN CAMPUS

Providing grant funds arrive in time for recruitment; a seven day Summer Seminar on 1800-1910; National Events to Local History August 2-6, 9-10
United States History—National Events and Issues Reflected in Local History 
Teachers Experiencing the American Character through History is a professional development and summer seminar program designed to raise student achievement by increasing teacher knowledge, understanding and appreciation of traditional American history.  The program is funded through a grant under the Teaching American History Grant Program through the U.S. Department of Education.  The program includes the summer seminar, inservice days in the fall and spring, fall Western Southern Tier Council for the Social Studies Conference, rich history online resources and an evaluation component.  
Please type or print
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First


MI
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School District



Building


Grade Levels

School Address













Street



City



Zip

School Phone (      )



 email Addresses 



   home









     



 school

School Fax  (      )



 School Web Site 






Home Phone  (      )





Home Address















Street Address



Town/City

State

Zip

Current Teaching Assignment:
Elementary Grade(s): 

 Middle Grade(s): 

 High School Grade(s): 


Past Teaching Experience

	Grade Level
	# of Years 

Taught
	Course (e.g. American History, Global History, Participation in Government, Economics)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Computer Access/Knowledge:

Do you use Internet or Electronic sources for teaching (e.g., CDs, Blogs, Video Streaming, etc.)?  

(  Yes  (  No

If so, please list any favorites we should include on our web site:

Have you created a web site, wiki or blog for your course?  (  Yes  (  No 

If yes, please provide URL(s): 










Historical topics with greatest depth of expertise: 








Historical topic with least depth of expertise:  








Names and email address and or phone number of other interested teaching faculty or librarians in case there are available seminar slots.  

Supporting Statements:

Include the following with your application:

· Signed Statement of District Support (attached page 3)

· Signed Statement of Personal and Professional Commitment (attached page 4)

Return no later that June 20, 2010 to:

Paul Benson

Project Director

Teaching American History Grant
Jamestown Public Schools

197 Martin Road
Jamestown, NY 14701
716-483-7112

716-483-7104 fax

pbenson@jamestown.wnyric.org
Statement of District Support

Teachers Experiencing the American Character through History project is funded by the United States Department of Education.  The object of the program is to increase student achievement through improving the teacher’s content knowledge with professional development.  To evaluate the effectiveness of the program, as required by the Department of Education, the program evaluation team from Ciurczak & Company will gather certain types of data including: a lesson plan or classroom activity to establish a baseline for evaluation, participation in random focus groups, surveys, and data regarding student achievement from New York State history assessments for grades 5, 8, and 11.  It will be up to each teacher or administrator to assist in securing that information and provide it to the Project Director and/or the designated project evaluators.  We require that district administrators acknowledge their understanding of this obligation and agree to support their participating teachers in reporting this data.  
Second, this program is an opportunity to provide professional staff development at minimal or no cost to your district.  The grant provides a $40 per hour stipend to districts for up to 42 hours of the summer seminar professional development.  As contracted professional development compensation rates vary, the hourly stipend will be paid to the district and distribution of teacher payment, taxes and benefits are the responsibility of the district.  
Third, we require districts provide release time and substitutes one day each spring and two in the fall for the two annual staff development days, the fall date being the WebLessons internet based training and the annual conference of the Western Southern Tier Council for the Social Studies.  The District administrator’s signature below acknowledges their understanding of this obligation to provide the release time.  

The district superintendent, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction, or building principal acknowledges their understanding of these responsibilities and their agreement to provide requested data, agreed upon compensation and release time for the annual inservice days by signing below.

Administrator’s Signature





Date

Title

Statement of Personal and Professional Commitment

The Teachers Experiencing the American Character through History is a professional development and summer seminar program designed to raise student achievement by increasing teacher knowledge, understanding and appreciation of traditional American history. The program is funded through a grant under the Teaching American History Grant Program through the U.S. Department of Education.  The over arching topic for this program is United States History: National Events and Issues Reflected in Local History. The Project design includes a summer seminar, inservice days in the fall and spring, and an evaluation component.  This program will provide enhanced knowledge of national and local historical events, issues and primary source documents.  We will also develop a support network among American history teachers, as well as a cadre of teacher leaders in American history curriculum and instruction.  We are interested in promoting systematic change in the way American history is taught and it is important that teachers sustain involvement in the program over a two-year period.  This commitment includes:
· Attending the seven-day summer seminars in 2010 and 2011, you will be reimbursed through the grant. The grant provides a $40 per hour stipend to districts for up to 42 hours of the summer seminar professional development.  As contracted professional development compensation rates vary, the hourly stipend will be paid to your district and distribution of teacher payment, taxes and benefits are the responsibility of the district. 

· Attending inservice day workshops in the fall and spring, the fall date being the E Learning online training session dedicated to using the American history resources at WebLessons.com, the fall conference of the Western Southern Tier Council for the Social Studies and spring inservice on a rotating number of topics. 

· Participation in evaluating/assessing project related activities with the Project Evaluator.
· Create an annual project/curriculum component under the direction of our Program Professors and Instructors. Due to the fact that this is a federally funded program, all materials created by participants become public domain and may be posted on the TAH website and partner sites for teachers to use as resources.  

Teachers are also encouraged but not required to:

· Disseminate project-developed resources at district-level meetings and social studies conferences.

· Participate in the evolution and growth of the tdhah web site. 

· Interacting with project staff and teaching colleagues to enhance American history education through meetings, listservs, and conferences.

I understand that I will be paid by my district according to the information and format provided above.  

Please check here 


By submitting this application with its statement of personal and professional commitment, you are committing yourself to the range of activities associated with participation with this project.

If you have any questions related to the project and your sustained involvement in it, please call or email Paul Benson: pbenson@jamestown.wnyric.org or (716) 483-7112 

Signature

Date
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